“A tapestry of photographs woven together by
John’s love of story-telling.. ”
The Road Less Travelled is an armchair opportunity to explore the
globe through the lens of wildlife and travel photographer John
Gatherer and his wife Anne, who have travelled extensively since
his retirement from the corporate world.
John’s unique capacity to reflect a story in a collection of pictures
is truly remarkable. A tapestry of photographs woven together by
John’s love of story-telling takes you on a journey to experience
landscapes, wildlife, fauna, flora, people and their cultures that the
ordinary person will not ever experience.
This book captures a feast of pictures that will delight and entertain,
covering 12 destinations that will make you envious and itchy to
travel.
The Road Less Travelled journeys into the Arctic and Antarctic
regions – polar bears and icebergs – and features information that
is captivating, including John’s personal experience of enduring a
brutal storm in South Georgia that raged for two days.
The isolation and remoteness of the Galapagos Archipelago makes
it challenging to visit, but yet again John’s personal travel insights
interspersed with fascinating facts entertain the reader, while the
beautiful photography makes the destination instantly desirable.
One of the world’s most unexplored regions – the Peruvian
section of the Amazon River – was for John a unique wilderness
experience, and includes a riveting wildlife encounter when an
anaconda was pulled out of clustered driftwood in a river bend.

The heart of the Amazon – the people, the sounds and the colours
are beautifully captured.
Experience the thrill of thousands of migrating galloping wildebeest
in the Serengeti… to a rare sighting of about 30 wild horses in the
Namib Desert… to the majestic herds of elephant in the Chobe
National Park. The photography is compelling, with images that
span the beauty of New Zealand to the incredible island paradise of
the Maldives.
Travelling through these exotic and less travelled destinations
included train trips, boat trips and even walking trails which are
a guaranteed way to experience the true essence of the familiar
sights of Italy. The congested yet colourful streets and people of
India are a delight, however, the sighting of the endangered Bengal
Tiger is a highlight in the book. The history and beauty of Russia is
fascinating. An authentic sailing adventure on the Med… the list is
endless and awe-inspiring.
Once in a lifetime experiences. Sunrises and sunsets across the
globe. John Gatherer’s extensive knowledge, patience and obvious
respect for and love of the wilderness are captured on almost every
page. This timeless coffee table photographic book will tease and
tempt you, and leave you longing for more, with a deep desire to
leave the armchair and hop on the next plane out of here.
Doody Adams
Group Editor: Famous Publishing
Media24
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“We travel not to escape life, but for life not to escape us.”
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Navigating a tributary of the Amazon River on one of the motorised skiffs, within the
Pacaya-Samiria National Reserve, a vast area of Amazonian jungle in north eastern Peru.
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P

olar expeditions are one of the most
unique experiences in adventure travel
and are unlike any other trip that you will
make. The Antarctic and the Arctic are
truly amongst the most memorable places
on earth and the people who have been
there, forever want to return.
There is something very special about
the vastness and captivation of the two
Polar Regions. They are both spectacular
in their scenic beauty, with towering
snowclad mountain ranges, monstrous
gnarled blue white glaciers and bays
with different shaped icebergs that drift
eerily past. Both regions have differences
and similarities within their distinctive
geographic, geological and wildlife
features. The Antarctic and the South Pole

are land areas covered by ice, whereas the
ice around the North Pole and the Arctic
is pack ice and ice floes that float on the
ocean, surrounded by land masses.
The Arctic has indigenous peoples,
established communities and permanent
residents whereas Antarctica has no
permanent residents, only researchers
and adventure travellers who visit the
continent. All dry land in the Arctic
belongs to some nation - Norway,
Sweden, Finland, Russia, the United States
(Alaska), Canada, Denmark (Greenland)
and Iceland whereas Antarctica is
international territory, regulated by the
Antarctic treaty, which currently has 53
parties.

Glimpse of our Arctic expedition ship MV Sea Spirit, surrounded by an eerie, low-lying mist belt and mountain
peaks, anchored in the bay of Lilliehookfjorden, a spectacular fjord in the Svalbard Archipelago.
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Female polar bear with her cubs negotiating their route across the ice floes; Male polar bear in superb condition, prowling his territory;
Packed sea ice with splits and openings, floating freely in the ocean currents of the Barents Sea; Gorgeous red, orange and yellow colours
of the sunset, reflected in the cloudy sky and sea ice off the coast of Nunavut, Canada, during the North West Passage expedition.

19

POLAR

“The Galapagos Islands are probably the
most famous wildlife-watching destination in the
world. And no wonder – it’s almost impossible to
exaggerate the sheer spectacle of the place that
provided inspiration for Charles Darwin’s
ground-breaking theory of natural selection.”
MARK CARWARDINE

involved in courtship rituals, swooping
or gliding overhead in flight, perched
on branches amongst the vegetation,
standing on footpaths and rocks - they
were everywhere you looked! It was
simply stunning!
We learnt a number of truly remarkable
facts about the Galapagos Islands:
The Galapagos Islands are made up of
13 major islands, 6 minor islands and
40 islets in the Pacific Ocean, which
are the result of numerous volcanic
eruptions – including 13 in the last
100 years.
Because it was isolated for so long,
Galapagos wildlife never developed a
fear of humans so when hiking on the
islands, you need to watch your step
as you can inadvertently tread on land
and marine iguanas as well as curious
birds!
Ninety seven percent of the nineteen
islands have been declared a national
park. There are only about 25,000
people residing in small communities
in the remaining land areas on five of
the islands.

G A L A PA G O S

The boobies, the popular seabirds,
occupy specific habitats. Red-footed
boobies, despite being webbed birds,
use the branches of trees and bushes
as nesting areas, yet the cartoonish
blue-footed boobies show off their
attractive blue feet whilst nesting
inland.
Marine iguanas are the only lizards in
the world which enjoy water so much
that they’ve learnt how to swim in it
and feed almost entirely on seaweed,
foraging at depths of 20 metres
and staying underwater for over 30
minutes.
The male Galapagos frigate birds
inflate their bright-red pouches as
breeding flags, as they hope to catch
the eye of the critical female frigate
birds flying overhead, to indicate their
availability.
The Galapagos tortoises are the largest
in the world with an average lifespan
of well over a century, making them
the longest living vertebrates on the
planet.
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Sossusvlei is Namibia’s most iconic landscape with rust-red dunes, bleached white pans, deep blue sky and sparse camel thorn trees dotted around the desert. The remoteness and grandeur of the dunes truly
symbolise the country’s vast, dry, uninhabited expanses.

The giant Oryx, or Gemsbok as he is more commonly known, is a large antelope native to the Kalahari that has adapted to live in hot, dry
grasslands and desert plains. The Oryx is fawn-coloured, with striking black and white markings on the face and legs and black side stripes.
It has a thick, horse-like neck with a short mane, a compact, muscular body and long, spear-like horns that can be up to 30 inches long.

129

NAMIBIA

Perspectives of life from around the Amazon River; Amazon kingfisher peering down at the water from the branch of a dead tree. One of the largest of the
kingfishers occurring in Peru, the male has glossy green upperparts, thick long bill, conspicuous crest, a bright rufous breast and white underparts.
AMAZON
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Zodiac landing on Santa Maria island; Rugged cliffs and
coastline on Espanola Island; The monolithic rock formation
of Kicker Rock, which towers over 500 feet above the Pacific
Ocean, is the remains of a volcanic cone, eroded by the sea
across hundreds of years, and is home to various blue-footed
boobies, frigate birds, sea lions and tropicbirds.
A brown pelican soaring gracefully above us. With its white neck, grey-brown upper body and brown/black lower body, the
brown pelican is found throughout the Galapagos Islands, skimming over water, plunge-diving and resting in mangrove trees.
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Powder blue surgeon fish swimming amongst the coral within the marine wonderland of the natural reef; A cluster of water villas, located above the water in the beautiful lagoon, each one with magnificent views
and decks from where you can literally step down the stairs into the water; Snorkelling alongside a magnificent hawksbill sea turtle in the reef encircling the island - named for their narrow heads and sharp, birdlike beaks, hawksbills can reach into cracks and crevices of coral reefs looking for food.

ISLANDS
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Pack of wild dogs (painted wolves) interacting and communicating excitedly with tactile, visual, olfactory and auditory signals through nuzzling, touching, biting and yelping;
Lioness ripping into the head and horns of a buffalo kill; An African wild dog, alert and focused, watching the behaviours of the pack from a close distance, Savute.
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Seascape vista above the village of Vernazza, marking the end of the trail which had commenced in Corniglia; The Doria Castle in Porto Venere, built in the 12th century, with its outer walls protecting the village.
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The allure and beautiful striped features of the Bengal tigers contrasted
with the attractiveness of the architectural designs of the temples and forts.
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The Chobe floodplains are a birder’s paradise: The superb African pygmy goose has a white head with a black crown, metallic green ear patches, brown-red eyes, bright yellow beak with chestnut-brown flanks
colour; Reed cormorant feeding on a small fish whilst wading in the shallows; Great white pelicans congregating in one of the many waterways; Striated heron with blue-grey back and wings, white underparts and
black cap, sitting on low branches above the water, ready to ambush its prey.
BOTSWANA
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One of Africa’s most exquisitely beautiful birds, the malachite kingfisher, with its dragonfly catch.

